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On Dec. 10, opposition leaders who were released from prison Dec. 7 announced that they will
commence a new series of anti-government demonstrations with a rally in Managua on Jan. 10.
The rally is described as the opening of the 1990 election campaign. Carlos Huembes, president
of the Democratic Coordinator, said: "We are hoping for a big, big rally. It signifies a return to the
streets. We are going to be peaceful, we are going to use strictly civilian tactics, but we are going
to insist on our rights...Political imprisonment can either defeat you or make you tougher. Jail
definitely strengthened me. I am tougher now." Huembes was among 38 Nicaraguans charged
with public security violations following a protest rally July 10 in Nandaime. The rally turned
violent, and dozens were injured. Charges against 16 of those arrested were eventually dropped,
and the rest were given suspended sentences on Dec. 7. The date chosen for the rally is the 11th
anniversary of the murder of Pedro Joaquin Chamorro Cardenal, a newspaper editor who was a
leading opponent of the Somoza dictatorship. In 1990, as in 1984, a president, vice president and
National Assembly are to be elected. It is presumed that President Daniel Ortega will run for reelection. Some opposition leaders have begun exploring which of them would be the strongest
candidate against him. Several former prisoners have attributed their release to pressure from
foreign politicians and governments. The Nicaraguan government has stated that the prosecution
made its way through the courts at a proper pace and that no political pressure from abroad was
accepted. (Basic data from New York Times, 12/11/88)
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